Australian Marriage Certificates

The Marriage Act is Federal Legislation (Australia Wide) whereas the Registration of Births, Deaths & Marriages is dealt with by each state - in this case Western Australia. Three Certificates of Marriage are issued at the wedding. They are each signed by the bride and groom,.the celebrant and two other witnesses. I refer to the Certificates as  'A', 'B' & 'C'.
 

Certificate "A"
The Certificate of Marriage which the Celebrant presents to you at the conclusion of the Marriage Ceremony is issued by the Commonwealth of Australia under Section 45 of the Marriage Act 1961.  This certificate is conclusive evidence that your marriage has been solemnised in accordance with that section.  It is an original document which is numbered on the back.  The document shows your full names but no other identifying details. As such, the certificate does not provide conclusive evidence of the identity of either of the parties to your marriage.  It may not be sufficient in some circumstances. 
 

Certificate "B"
This "Certificate of Marriage" is also an original. The back of this document is where, prior to the marriage being solemnised, the bride and groom each make a Declaration before the authorised celebrant that there is no legal impediment to their marriage.
The front of the certificate shows many more identifying details of the Bride and Groom then Certificate "A" e.g. date/place of birth, father's name in full, mother's maiden name in full, usual occupation.
This document bears a Serial Number. After the wedding Certificate "B" is sent by the Celebrant, together with the Notice of Intended Marriage, to the Western Australian Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages for process and retention.  It will be endorsed with a Registration Number for the marriage. It is a registered copy of this document  which you  may need it in some circumstances. The standard cost for a Certified Copy of Marriage is $42 but for an additional $33 the application can be dealt with urgently and the Certificate issued within 24 hours. 
You may like to check out the Registry's website and you can download the application form from www.justice.wa.gov.au
 

Certificate "C"
Appears the same as the Certificate of Marriage in "B" but is not numbered and does not have a backing. It is retained by the celebrant in a bound book entitled "Marriage Register"
The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade ( Federal Department) can Apostille the Certified Copy of Marriage for you.  This is an endorsement to prove that the document is genuine and may be required if you are returning to reside in some overseas countries.

The process takes about five minutes, no appointment is necessary. Cost is $60.00

The Apostille has to be done in the country of issue of the original document i.e.  - Australia.

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade have an office in the city of Perth at

Level 17 Exchange Plaza

Sherwood Court.

(off St George's Terrace opposite London Court)

Perth

Telephone 08 92314499

Office Hours for the public to attend are 1030am to 12 midday and 2pm to 3pm

